Study Time 23
Ephesians 3:11-13

“This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him.  So I ask you not to lose heart over what I am suffering for you, which is your glory.”

· Verse 11 explains verse 10’s thought.  How can the church be used to spread to cosmic powers?  Answer: through Jesus Christ; this is an eternal purpose; not temporary.  

· This backs up 1:9-10 (God allowed the mystery to be revealed -> purpose: to unite all things to himself.)

· This supports 1:22-23 (Christ was given by God all authority and power; specifically the church.)

*****  All leading us to 3:11; letting his readers know that the church, through Christ, will be able to spread the mystery revealing God’s wisdom to those in heaven.*****

· Verse 12 answers this question:  How is the church capable to be used?

Through faith in Jesus Christ we gain “boldness” and “access with confidence.”

** Why do believers need “boldness” and “confidence?”  Who is the source of these 2: God or man?  What happens when man is the source as opposed to God?

** Why does Paul, in v. 13, feel the need to tell them not to lose heart?  Also how could they “lose heart?”

· Paul feels it just the right timing to add that his suffering is really for the church’s glory.  After all these Ephesians have heard about the power and wisdom of God; now Paul can safely insert that he is suffering.  

** What is Paul’s point in inserting His suffering?

Application


Think about this: A lot of Christians have the perception that their life will be free from pain, mistakes, and persecution.  Many non-Christians are prevented from entering a relationship with Christ because they notice their Christian friend’s life is still hard.  


What does the Bible have to say about these 2 perceptions?  Do Christians get a “pain-free” card when becoming a believer?  Why or why not?  (Use Scripture to explain your reasoning.)

